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WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH 

137 Righteous are You, O Lord, 
And upright are Your judgments. 

 
138 Your testimonies, which You have commanded, 

Are righteous and very faithful. 
 

LETTERS THAT WARM THE HEART 

Dear Pastor, pastoral team, and beloved Bethany family, 
  
Thank you for the overwhelming support and love shown toward us as we 
mourned the passing of Joel.    
  
Pastor, thank you for being there with us every time Joel was in hospital, for 
as long as we can remember. Each time Joel’s life was hanging in the balance, 
you were there to bring a word of encouragement and to pray alongside. 
  
Thank you for also ministering to us during this time of bereavement and 
conducting the vigil and funeral services. We are deeply challenged by 1 Thes-
salonians 4:13-18 to focus on Jesus and the word of the Lord, and to find 
comfort in this. 



LETTERS THAT WARM THE HEART 

  
We would also like to express our gratitude to Dr Tan Huay Cheem. Even 
though he was not the doctor in charge of Joel, he would find time amidst his 
very busy schedule to drop by his ward whenever he was hospitalised, to talk 
to him, encourage him, cheer him up, and to follow up on his condition, 
sometimes even on weekends. 
  
To the pastoral team, thank you for all your support during this time. In par-
ticular, we are grateful to Pastor Ben Quah for going to the hospital to be with 
us at a moment’s notice, guiding us on what we needed to do, and helping us 
even till late at night. Special thanks also to Pastor Moses for interpreting the 
services into Mandarin for the benefit of our relatives in Malaysia. 
  
To the AVA team, thank you for working so hard behind the scenes to 
livestream the services. Some of you even took leave in order to be there to 
help. This meant a lot to us, as it allowed our family members in Malaysia and 
Australia to join us for the services as well.  
  
There were also many who came to the wake to support us and shared snippets 
of how Joel was part of their lives. Some even brought food and drinks. We 
would like to specially thank Dr and Mrs Yeo Kim Teck for taking care of all 
our meals. 
  
To our Bethany family, your outpouring of love has brought much comfort 
to us during this time. Thank you for being with us (whether physically or 
virtually), and for all the beautiful messages, flowers, and gifts. We are so 
touched and blessed to be part of this spiritual family, and we thank God for 
His love shown through each one of you. 
  
With much love and gratitude, 
John, Lai Heong, Joanne, Jonas, and Annabelle 
  
  



LETTERS THAT WARM THE HEART 

The God of all comfort 
 

The heart is overwhelmed and tears abound, 

At the thought of no longer having Joel around. 

Can the despairing soul find comfort at all, 

When faced with death that seems so final? 

 

The God of all comfort came to our rescue, 

His Word enabling us to look at things anew. 

We learned that the dead in Christ are merely sleeping, 

If we believe, there is the assurance of one day meeting! 

 

By the Word of God we can face any adversity, 

For His Word is true and can be trusted fully. 

God’s promise of an eternal home with no tears, 

Brings comfort like no other and allays our fears. 

 

To further experience the comfort of the Lord, 

The secret is to grow in our knowledge of God. 

Joel would not want us to sorrow without hope, 

Let’s comfort one another and find faith to cope! 

  

The Chin Family 

Inspiration: 2 Corinthians 1:3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
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